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Language Name: Waray-Waray (or Waray). Waray Waray is the common name of the language, although many speak- 
ers also refer to it di^Bisaya or Binisaya, not distinguishing it from the dozens of other Visayan languages and dialects. The 
toponyms Samar-Leyte and Lineyte-Samarnon have also been used, reflecting the geographic location of the language. 
When referring to the dialects of the language, the terms Samarnon (Samareho) and Leytehanon are also employed. 

Location: Waray is the native language of the people from the islands of Samar, Biliran, and northeast Leyte, Philippines. 

Family: Central Bisayan branch of the Bisayan subgroup of the Central Philippine subgroup of the Philippine group of 
the Western Malayo-Polynesian branch of the Malayo-Polynesian subfamily of the Austronesian language family. 

Related Languages: Waray Waray is most closely related to the Central Visayan languages: SorsogonBiKOL, hiligaynon, 
and Romblomanon. Other closely related Visayan languages include Tausug, cebuano, Banton, Aklanon, Kinaray-a, and 
Kuyonon. 

Dialects: There are several dialects of Waray Waray, often referred to by their place-name. The dialects of Northern 
Samar are the most conservative, maintaining [s] where other dialects have innovated [h]. Vowel length in the verb prefix 
paradigm (table shown in Basic Morphology) for the Northern Samar dialect is absent except in the active potentive form 
ndka-. Zorc (1975) identifies the following three major dialects: Samar-Leyte spoken in Central Samar and the northern 
half of Leyte, Waray spoken in southern and eastern Samar, and the Northern Samar dialect. 

Number of Speakers: 3 million. 
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